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1596

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing
Discontinued Town Ways. (Sponsored
by Sen. Saviello of Franklin Cty.)

Under existing law, a public easement is
generally retained when a town way is
formally discontinued by the local
legislative body. This bill authorizes the
municipal officers to propose placing
restrictions on the public easement as part
of the discontinuation order approved by
the town meeting or town or city council.
Those restrictions could include but not be
limited to seasonal use, time of day, and/or
motorized vehicle limitations.

1614

An Act To Create Efficiency in E-9-1-1
Call Centers. (Sponsored by Sen.
Thibodeau of Waldo Cty; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill reorganizes and amends the law
governing the establishment of Public
Safety Answering Points (PSAPS) and the
related municipal responsibilities. The bill:
(1) changes the current goal established in
law for the Emergency Services
Communication Bureau to establish, to the
extent possible after taking into account
ratepayer impacts, 16 to 24 PSAPs in
Maine into a mandate to approve only 15to
17 PSAPs; (2) requires the Bureau to
design the system so that all wireless 9-1-1
calls made within one mile of the 1-95/I-
295 corridor are routed to one of the four
State PSAPs and all wireless calls made
outside of that one-mile corridor get routed
to the PSAP serving the municipality
where the tower receiving the call is
located; and (3) clarifies the municipal
options to contract with another
government entity for PSAP services and
further requires that such contracts must
have a term of at least 5 years.

1616

An Act Concerning Copying Fees for
Users of County Registries of Deeds.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Sen.
Thomas of Somerset Cty; additional
COSpoNsors.)

Under current law, the various fees
established in statute that may be charged
by the counties for making abstracts and
copies of records are repealed on July 31,
2012 and the commissioners are authorized
after that date to establish their own fee
schedule based on certain defined cost-
drivers. This emergency bill would reverse
the direction of current law by repealing
the repeal of the established fee schedule
and repealing well the commissioners’
authority to craft their own fee schedule
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based on the fee-establishment guidelines.

1619

An Act To Resolve Conflicts In the
Implementation of the Maine Uniform
Building and Energy Code. (Sponsored
by Sen. Saviello of Franklin Cty.)

This bill makes the following changes to
the laws governing the implementation of
the Maine Uniform Building and Energy
Code (MUBEC): (1) allows municipalities
to adopt the MUBEC-based codes “by
reference” as that process is governed by
Title 30-A MRSA, section 3003; (2)
removes the requirement that a municipal
code enforcement officer be MUBEC
trained and certified if the municipality has
not adopted and is not enforcing the
MUBEC code; (3) targets the requirement
to inspect all buildings under construction
for compliance with MUBEC to those
municipalities that are mandated or have
voluntarily chosen to enforce MUBEC; and
(4) targets the requirement to issue
occupancy permits only to buildings that
have been constructed according to
MUBEC to those municipalities that are
mandated or have voluntarily chosen to
enforce MUBEC.

1620

An Act To Amend the Charter of the
Ogunquit Sewer District. (Sponsored by
Sen. Hill of York Cty.)

This bill amends the charter of the
Ogunquit Sewer District.

1621

An Act To Remove a Barrier to
Response by Emergency Medical
Personnel. (Sponsored by Sen. Sullivan
of York; additional cosponsors.)

This bill provides an exemption from the
requirement to wear a seat belt in a motor
vehicle for emergency medical personnel
who are providing treatment to patients
being transported to a medical facility.

1627

An Act Regarding the Filing of Birth,
Death and Marriage Data. (Sponsored by
Sen. McCormick of Kennebec Cty;
additional cosponsor.)

This bill makes a number of changes to the
laws governing the filing of birth records
and notices of intentions of marriage with
local or state agencies. Specifically, the bill
provides: (1) that the application recording
the intentions to marry as filed with the
town or city clerk are confidential and not
available for public inspection for a 50-
year period, except that the names of the
marrying persons and the intended date of
the marriage are public records; (2) that the
required practice of a municipal clerk
transmitting a copy of the certificate of live
birth to the municipality of a parent if other
than the municipality where the birth
occurred is no longer required if the birth is
registered or will be registered on the
electronic birth registration system




Ability To Establish or Update Its
Veterans Honor Roll. (Sponsored by
Rep. Johnson of Greenville; additional
COSpONsors.)

Veterans’ Services to release certain
information about veterans honorably
discharged from military service to
municipalities for the purpose of
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implemented by the state registrar; (3) that
the report of a birth occurring in an
unincorporated place may be registered in
the electronic birth registration system by
the reporting municipality; (4) that the
report by a person assuming custody of a
child of unknown parentage must report to
the State Office of Data, Research and
Vital Statistics rather than the local town or
city clerk; and (5) for the filing of
certificates of live births to the Office of
Data, Research and Vital Statistics in all
cases where the filing occurs more than 7
days after the date of the birth.

1630 | Resolve, To Establish a Stakeholder This resolve directs the Bureau of Maine
Group for the Development of a Plan for | Veterans’ Services to establish a
the Inventory and Proper Care of stakeholder group for the development of a
Veterans’ Graves. (Sponsored by Sen. plan for the inventory and proper care of
Raye of Washington Cty; additional veterans’ graves. The Bureau must invite
COSpoNsors.) the participation of representatives of

municipal and county government, veteran
organizations, interested members of the
public and a designee of the Maine Old
Cemetery Association. The Bureau’s report
and recommendations must be submitted to
the Legislature by January 15, 2013.

1635 | An Act Regarding Inmates on Public This emergency bill removes the restriction
Works Projects. (Emergency) in current law that allows county jail
(Sponsored by Rep. Clarke of Bath; inmates to work on public projects only
additional cosponsors.) within that county’s geographical

boundaries.

1636 | An Act To Extend Certain Insurance Current law prohibits an insurer from
Protection to Emergency Responders. increasing the insurance policy premium of
(Sponsored by Rep. Luchini of a law enforcement officer for a motor
Ellsworth; additional cosponsors.) vehicle accident that occurs while the

officer is acting in the course and scope of
employment. This bill extends this
protection to emergency responders.

1642 | Resolve, To Direct the Department of This emergency resolve prohibits the DEAD
Transportation To Restrict Spending on | Department of Transportation from
the Ricker Hill Bridge in the Town of exceeding the amount of $350,000 to build
Turner. (Emergency) (Sponsored by a bridge over Martin Stream in the Town of
Rep. Timberlake of Turner; additional Turner.

COSpoNSOrs.)
1643 | An Act To Enhance a Community’s This bill allows the Bureau of Maine
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establishing or updating a veterans’ honor
roll.

1649

An Act To Authorize the Registration of
Farmland in 2012 and 2013.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Sen.
Saviello of Franklin Cty; additional
cosponsor.)

This emergency bill reconstitutes a
farmland registration program enacted in
1989 which allowed qualifying farmers to
register their farmland with the
municipality for a two-year period in 1990
and 1991. Under the terms of this bill, the
registration program could resume during
an 18-month period between July 1, 2012
and December 31, 2013. The core purpose
of the farmland registration program is to
put property owners adjacent to registered
farmland on notice that they are abutting
farmland property and to restrict
development or uses that may otherwise be
constructed or occur within 100 feet of the
farmland property. There are municipal
duties associated with the farmland
registration program. In order to register
farmland property, the qualifying
landowner must first notify all abutters of
that intention by certified mail and then file
an application fee with the municipality.
The municipality must keep a publicly
accessible file of all registrations and
withdrawals. The municipality is allowed
to charge up to $25 for a registration filing
fee. The registration also has to be recorded
in county registry of deeds, presumably at
the farmer’s expense. Proceedings before
the municipality’s Board of Appeals or
municipal officers are required in the event
an abutter or the municipality believes the
registration no longer qualifies, and the
municipal planning and building permit
authorities must restrict inconsistent land
use development or use within 100 feet of
properly registered farmland. Variances
issued by the local Board of Appeals are
allowed with respect to those restrictions.

1653

An Act To Make Fisheries and Wildlife
Projects Eligible for Tax Increment
Financing. (Sponsored by Sen. Raye of
Washington Cty; additional cosponsors.)

This bill expands the allowable uses of Tax
Increment Financing revenue to support
“fisheries and wildlife projects”, which are
defined as projects approved by the
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife undertaken for the purpose of
improving public access to fisheries and
wildlife resources of the state for fishing,
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hunting, research or observation or for
conservation or improvement of the
fisheries and wildlife resources of the State.

1656

An Act To Clarify the Registration
Exemption of Tractors under the Motor
Vehicle Laws. (Sponsored by Sen.
Whittemore of Somerset Cty; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill amends the registration exemption
for tractors under the motor vehicle laws to
clarify that tractors used solely on
residential premises are exempt from
registration requirements when operated on
the residential premises or going to or from
a filling station or garage for fuel or repair.

1664

An Act To Amend the Election Laws.
(Sponsored by Sen. Farnham of
Penobscot Cty; additional cosponsors.)

This bill makes several changes to laws
governing the conduct of elections. Of
significant interest, this bill: (1) increases
from 2 to 5 the number of years the
incoming voter list must be kept by the
clerk and clarifies that the list may be kept
in the clerk’s office or other secure location
under the clerk’s control; (2) requires
clerks to keep all paperwork related to the
absentee voter process for 2 years; (3)
increases from “at least 7 days” to “10 to
15 business days” the number of days the
notice of election must be published in a
newspaper of general circulation; (4)
claries that if a voter from the unorganized
territories fails to register to vote 60-days
before an election, the clerk is required to
amend the issued ballot by marking a line
through the offices, candidates and
questions that do not pertain to that “out-
of-district” voter; (5) adds “year of birth”
to the voter information the Secretary of
State is allowed to issue to authorized
governmental and quasi-governmental
entities; (6) removes the “is not a registered
voter” from the list of reasons a voter may
challenge the ballot of another; and (7)
authorizes clerks to issue a second absentee
ballot when the ballot envelope has a defect
in the affidavit that would cause the ballot
to be rejected.

1668

An Act To Improve the Regional School
Unit Budget Approval and Validation
Process. (Sponsored by Sen. Snowe-
Mello of Androscoggin Cty; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill makes three changes to the law
governing the school budget validation
process. First, the bill requires the question
on the ballot to expressly state the dollar
amount of the budget as well as the amount
the proposed budget is greater than or less
than the budget adopted for the previous
school year. Second, the bill changes the
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default budget which is established as the
operating budget if no school budget is
finally approved as of the July 1 start-up
date of each school year. Under current
law, the default budget is the latest budget
submitted by the school board to the school
system’s legislative body, which becomes
the operational budget until the actual
school budget is finally adopted. Under this
bill, the default budget is the latest budget
actually approved at a budget validation
referendum. Finally, the bill changes the
presumptive school budget upon which the
municipal officers may base a commitment
of taxes in the circumstance where no
school budget has been adopted but the
taxes need to be committed in order to send
out tax bills. Under current law, the
presumptive budget upon which to base
such a commitment is the latest school
budget approved by the school’s legislative
body, even if not ratified at the “budget
validation referendum.” Under this bill, the
commitment would have to be based on the
most recent budget actually approved at
referendum.

1669

An Act To Clarify the Process for
Removing a Person from a Dormitory
Operated by a Nonprofit Organization
and the Municipal Regulation of Such
Facilities. (Sponsored by Sen. Hastings
of Oxford Cty; additional cosponsors.)

The main purpose of this bill is to allow the
operators of dormitories to evict persons
within the dormitory for causing
unnecessary disturbances or damaging or
destroying property without going through
the forcible entry and detainer procedures
required generally of landlords. Pursuant to
that purpose, the bill redefines the term
“dormitory” without substantial change in
meaning as the term is defined in the area
of municipal law governing the licensing of
“lodging houses”.

1672

An Act To Allow Disabled Veterans To
Receive 2 Sets of Special Designating
License Plates. (Sponsored by Sen. Katz
of Kennebec Cty; additional cosponsors.)

This bill allows a disabled veteran to
receive two sets of special designating
license plates if the veteran is the registered
owner of two motor vehicles.

1675

Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To
Facilitate the Development of
Unoccupied Mills. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Sen. Hobbins of York
Cty; additional cosponsor.)

This emergency bill establishes a 13
member task force to facilitate the
development of unoccupied mills. The task
force membership consists of four state
senators, three state representatives, one
representative of the Maine Municipal
Association, one representative of the
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Maine State Chamber of Commerce, one
representative from a municipality with an
unoccupied mill, and one representative
each from the Department of Economic
and Community Development, the Maine
State Housing Authority and the Finance
Authority of Maine. The task force is
charged with reviewing previous efforts to
develop unoccupied mills, determine the
obstacles to that type of development,
review efforts in other states to redevelop
mill sites, determine the measures that need
to be taken to facilitate mill redevelopment,
and estimate the costs involved to
implement the redevelopment efforts. The
task force must provide its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature no
later than December 5, 2012.

1676

An Act To Increase Energy Options.
(Sponsored by Sen. Raye of Washington
Cty; additional cosponsors.)

This bill grants to municipalities that are
not served by consumer-owned electric
utilities but have formed a municipal power
district pursuant to 35-A MRSA, chapter
39 the right to manage their own standard
offer electricity supply in the same manner
permitted for communities served by
consumer-owned electric utilities.

1678

An Act To Amend the Laws Governing
Stalking and Domestic Violence.
(Sponsored by Sen. Mason of
Androscoggin Cty; additional
COSpOoNsors.)

This “concept draft” bill proposes to amend
the laws governing stalking and domestic
violence by strengthening provisions
relating to serial stalking and increasing
penalties for defendants with multiple
convictions for stalking and domestic
violence offences to better ensure the
safety of victims.

1680

An Act To Amend the Circuitbreaker
Program To Include Claimants
Occupying Property Pursuant to a Trust
and To Require Proof of Payment of
Rent. (Sponsored by Sen. Plowman of
Penobscot Cty; additional cosponsors.)

This bill makes two substantive changes to
the state’s “Circuit Breaker” program
which provides cash rebates to qualifying
property owners and renters for the
purposes of property tax and rent relief.
Under current law, a person can be eligible
for Circuit Breaker benefits if the subject
property is held in a “revocable living
trust”. This bill expands the category of
trusts in which the property may be held
which would nonetheless allow the actual
inhabitant of the property receive Circuit
Breaker benefits. The bill also requires
renters applying for benefits to show proof
that the claimed rent was actually paid
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during the year for which application is
made.

1681

An Act To Amend the Charter of the

Lucerne-in-Maine Village Corporation.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Sen. Rosen
of Hancock Cty; additional cosponsor.)

This emergency bill amends the charter of
the Lucerne-in-Maine Village Corporation.

1687

An Act To Clarify the Liability of 3-
party Building Inspectors. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Moulton of York;
additional cosponsors.)

This emergency bill establishes that
persons employed as “third party
inspectors” for the purpose of determining
the construction of a building’s compliance
with the Maine Uniform Building and
Energy Code (MUBEC) have the same
protection from liability under the Maine
Tort Claims Act as other persons acting on
behalf of a governmental entity.

1693

An Act To Amend the Law Governing
Abatements of Property Taxes for
Infirmity or Poverty. (Sponsored by
Rep. Keschl of Belgrade; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill makes three changes to the current
statutory interface between the state’s
Circuit Breaker property tax rebate
program and the local property tax systems
and the poverty abatement process.
Specifically, the bill: (1) establishes that a
Circuit Breaker benefit is deemed available
to the applicant for the purpose of
contributing to the public charges, referring
to a poverty abatement standard; (2)
requires an applicant for a Circuit Breaker
benefit to provide proof that the property
tax obligation upon which the application
for relief is being made was actually paid;
and (3) prohibits an applicant from
applying for Circuit Breaker benefits with
respect to a property tax obligation that was
abated at the local level.

1695

An Act To Provide Additional In-store
Space for Maine’s Businesses by
Removing License and Permit Posting
Requirements. (Sponsored by Rep.
Prescott of Topsham; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill eliminates the requirement that
certain retail vendors must publicly display
at the retail location their various retail
licenses, permits or sales tax registration
certificates, requiring the retailers instead
to make those licenses or certificates
available on demand by the various
governmental licensing authorities. Along
those lines, the bill prohibits the municipal
officers from requiring a licensee or
permittee to publicly display any licenses
or permits that may be issued at the local
level, authorizing only an inspection-on-
demand system instead.

1696

An Act To Modify the Alternative
Organizational Structure Budget

The budget of a school system organized as
an Alternative Organizational Structure
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Approval Process. (Sponsored by Rep.
David Burns; additional cosponsors.)

(AOS) is essentially the budget of the
superintendent’s office and other functions
provided in a central office manner to the
various participating municipal school
systems within the AOS. Under current
law, the AOS budget is adopted by the
combined voters within the entire AOS at
an open meeting. (No budget validation
referendum vote is required.) Under this
bill, the AOS budget could be approved by
the AOS school board (governing body)
rather than the voters, if the voters
expressly provide the governing body that
authority at an election.

1697

An Act Relating to the Calculation of
Population for Purposes of the Maine
Uniform Building and Energy Code and
Public Safety Answering Point
Assessments. (Emergency) (Sponsored
by Rep. Richardson of Warren;
additional cosponsor.)

This bill provides two circumstances where
a municipality’s population would be
calculated to not include persons held
within the municipality at a correctional
facility. One circumstance would be with
respect to a municipality’s obligation to
enforce the Maine Uniform Building and
Energy Code (MUBEC). The second
circumstance would be with respect to the
fees calculated and assessed to a
municipality for Public Safety Answering
Point (PSAP) services.

1699

An Act To Create Excise Tax Equity and
consistency for Buses. (Sponsored by
Rep. Knapp of Gorham.)

Under current law the motor vehicle excise
tax rates are applied to the motor vehicle’s
Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price
(MSRP) or “list price”. The exception is
for commercial vehicles manufactured after
1995 and registered for more than 26,000
Ibs. The excise tax on those vehicles is
based on the actual sales price, but
municipalities are reimbursed the
difference between the actual excise tax
received and what would have been
received under an MSRP calculation
through a reimbursement program funded
by required contributions to the state from
interstate trucking operations. This bill
expands the “sales price” (instead of list
price”) excise tax system to include buses,
which are defined as motor vehicles
designed to carry more than 15 persons,
including the operator.

1703

An Act To Create the New Gloucester
Water District. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Espling of New

This bill establishes the charter of the New
Gloucester Water District.

Emergency
Enacted; P &
SL 2011, c. 19
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Gloucester; additional cosponsors.)

(1/26/12)

1704

An Act To Amend the Maine Bail Code
To Protect Victims of Domestic
Violence. (Sponsored by Rep. Fredette
of Newport; additional cosponsors.)

Among other changes to the laws
governing the bail of persons charged with
domestic violence offenses, this bill would
authorize a judge granting bail to require
the person charged to submit to supervision
by an electronic monitoring system that
immediately notifies law enforcement
officers, the victim and other persons
designated by the court of any breach of a
court-ordered restriction to remain within
certain physical boundaries.

1708

An Act To Prevent the Theft and Illegal
Sale of Copper and Other Metals.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Rep.
Longstaff of Waterville; additional
COSpOoNsors.)

For the purposes of further restricting the
theft and illegal sales of scrap metals, this
emergency bill makes a number of changes
to the various obligations placed on scrap
metal processors to keep records of their
purchases and detailed records about the
individuals from whom they purchase scrap
metal. Those records, under current law,
must be made available to law enforcement
officers at all levels of government. Among
the changes to the current law, this bill
requires the scrap metal processor to keep
photocopies of the photo identification of
those persons selling scrap metal to the
processor. Also, the bill requires the
processor to hold available for inspection
by law enforcement all metal purchased
before resale for at least 72 hours, which
can be extended to 15 days at the written
order of a law enforcement officer who has
a reasonable suspicion that the metal is
stolen.

1710

An Act To Amend the Motor Vehicle
Laws. (Sponsored by Rep. Cebra of
Naples; additional cosponsors.)

This bill makes a number of changes to
Maine’s motor vehicle laws, most of which
are not directly pertinent to municipal
operations. An element of the bill
impacting the motor vehicle registration
system limits to the first 6 years of
registration the system whereby
commercial vehicles registered at more
than 26,000 Ibs. are charged an excise tax
based on the actual sales price rather than
the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price
(MSRP). Under the terms of this bill, the
truck’s excise tax would be calculated on
the MSRP rather than the actual sales price
after the first six years of registration.
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1711

An Act To Mandate the Use of
Standardized Risk Assessment in the
Management of Domestic Violence
Crimes. (Sponsored by Rep. Cain of
Orono; additional cosponsors.)

This bill introduces into the assessments
made by law enforcement officers a new
assessment known as a “validated,
evidenced-based domestic violence risk
assessment” as recommended by the Maine
Commission on Domestic and Sexual
Abuse. The bill provides that no later than
January 1, 2014, all law enforcement
officers must administer this assessment to
suspects in any domestic abuse case and
report the assessment results to the bail
commissioner, if appropriate, and the
district attorney. The bill also requires
county and state correctional officers to
administer the assessment to all prisoners
and juvenile detainees.

1712

An Act Regarding the School Fund in the
Town of Burlington. (Sponsored by Rep.
Turner of Burlington; additional
COSpoNSors.)

This bill authorizes the town of Burlington
to allow the funds remaining in the town’s
school and ministerial fund to lapse into the
town’s general fund.

1721

An Act To Improve the Method of
Classifying Shellfish Harvesting Areas
and Providing Notification of Changes.
(Sponsored by Sen. Langley of Hancock

Cty.)

Under current law, the Department of
Marine Resources manages contaminated
or polluted shellfish resource areas by
closing them for shellfish harvesting
purposes through the adoption of
emergency rules. This bill changes the
management method by authorizing the
Commissioner of DMR to classify the
affected shellfish resource areas as open or
closed through text descriptions and maps
provided on the DMR website. The
classifications must also be provided to the
municipal office of each municipality in
the affected areas as well as to the Bureau
of Marine Patrol.

1723

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Chapter 122: Grant Application and
Award Procedure: Fund for the Efficient
Delivery of Educational Services, a
Major Substantive Rule of the
Department of Education. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Richardson of
Carmel.)

This resolve provides for legislative review
of a “major substantive” rule provisionally
adopted by the Department of Education,
Chapter 122: Grant Application and
Award Procedure: Fund for the Efficient
Delivery of Educational Services (Fund).
As provisionally adopted, the rule
establishes the process whereby school
systems, municipalities and counties may
apply for and be awarded grants from the
Fund in order to implement changes in
governance, administrative structures or
policies that result in the creation of
consolidated school administrative units;
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purchasing alliances, innovative
“autonomous” public schools, innovative
public school districts, innovative public
school zones, regional delivery of
educational services, or collaborations of
municipal-school delivery or support
systems. The actual Fund has been created
by the Legislature but not significantly
capitalized.

1725

An Act To Strengthen the
Unemployment Insurance Laws and
Reduce Unemployment Fraud.
(Sponsored by Sen. Rector of Knox Cty;
additional cosponsors.)

This bill tightens up the standards to retain
ongoing eligibility for unemployment
insurance benefits (Ul). Specifically, the
bill: (1) provides that a Ul recipient must
seek work each week for which a claim is
filed and report the work search efforts to
the Ul commission or face denial of
benefits until such time as the
documentation is provided; (2) requires a
Ul recipient to broaden his or her work
search after 6 weeks of unemployment
rather than 12 weeks; (3) provides that
participation in reemployment eligibility
assessment services is mandatory and
failure to comply results in loss of benefits;
and (4) designates a tiered level of criminal
offense (Class D, C or B) for Ul fraud
depending on the amount of Ul benefits
fraudulently obtained. The bill also
increases the earning requirements for re-
qualifying for benefits after disqualification
for refusing suitable work or misconduct,
and establishes indefinite disqualification
upon a 3" determination of Ul fraud. The
bill also adds vacation pay to the types of
remuneration which offset Ul benefits.

1727

An Act To Ensure That the Public Is
Duly Informed When Certain Juvenile
Crimes Are Committed. (Sponsored by
Rep. Plummer of Windham.)

Current law requires a petition to be filed
charging a juvenile (i.e., a person under the
age of 18) with certain juvenile crimes
before the juvenile’s identity may be
released by a law enforcement officer. This
bill permits a law enforcement officer to
release the identity of any juvenile 16 years
of age or older arrested for these juvenile
crimes.

1728

An Act To Strengthen the Integrity of
Nonresident Concealed Handgun
Permits. (Sponsored by Rep. Plummer
of Windham.)

This bill prohibits authorities that issue
permits to carry concealed weapons from
issuing a permit to an applicant for a Mane
nonresident permit if the applicant: (1)
applied for and was denied a permit in the
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applicant’s state of residence; and (2) lives
in a state that also issues concealed
weapons permits according to standards
substantially equivalent or less restrictive
than Maine’s standards.

1729

An Act To Clarify the Minimum Wage
Law as It Relates to People with
Disabilities. (Sponsored by Rep. Volk of
Scarborough; additional cosponsor.)

In accordance with parallel provisions in
federal law, this bill permits the issuance of
a certificate to an employer for the hiring
of one or more persons with disabilities at a
rate of pay commensurate with the ability
of those persons to perform the duties
required in comparison to the ability of a
person who does not have a disability even
if that rate of pay is less than the
established minimum wage.

1730

An Act To Require the Review of
Proposed Tax Expenditures. (Sponsored
by Sen. Hastings of Oxford Cty.)

This bill establishes a certain review
procedure to be followed by the
Legislature’s Taxation Committee when
reviewing and approving any expanded or
newly proposed tax exemption, referred to
in statute as a “tax expenditure.” The
review procedure walks the Committee
through a 9-point evaluation checklist
including: the identification of the
taxpayers who are affected by the proposed
tax break, public policy justifications for
the exemption, fiscal impacts and proposals
to address the revenue loss, impacts on
consumer and business spending,
unintended consequences, comparison of
similar tax expenditures in other states,
standards for accountability and taxpayer
reporting requirements, methods of
evaluating the exemption’s performance
over time, and the process to sunset the
exemption. The bill also requires all
legislation proposing a new tax expenditure
to include a repeal date and a specific
review process to be used in evaluating the
tax expenditure’s performance.

1731

An Act To Rescue Children Who Are
Being Sexually Abused and To Make
Improvements to the Sex Offender
Registry and the Investigation of
Computer Crimes. (Sponsored by Sen.
Diamond of Cumberland Cty; additional
COSpOoNsors.)

This bill creates the Sex Offender
Registration and Notification Act of 2012,
which is applicable to persons sentenced on
or after September 1, 2012. The bill
maintains the registration and notification
provisions that apply to the existing
offender registration system but adds to
these processes a tiering system and the
development and application of risk
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assessment. Under this going-forward
system, offenders are classified by offense
as Tier 1, Tier Il or Tier I11 offenders and
must register for 10 years, for 25 years or
for life, respectively.

1741

An Act To Streamline the Paperwork
Requirements of the State’s Forest
Practices Laws. (Sponsored by Sen.
Sherman of Aroostook Cty.)

This bill is designed to reduce certain
paperwork requirements that are associated
with forest practices management. Among
the changes, the bill repeals the
requirement that the Director of the Maine
Forest Service notify the assessor in a
municipality when an intention-to-harvest
notice filed with MFS indicates that there
will be change of use of land enrolled in
the Tree Growth tax program.

1742

An Act To Amend Education Laws.
(Sponsored by Rep. Richardson of
Carmel.)

This bill makes a number of minor,
clarifying and technical changes to the laws
governing K-12 education. Among the
changes with some substance, the bill
requires a follow-up “school budget
validation referendum” vote to occur no
longer than 30 days after a validation
referendum vote that fails to approve the
proposed school budget. The bill also
reinstates the requirement that all school
systems operate a “gifted and talented”
educational program.

1744

An Act To Require Carbon Monoxide
Detectors in Additional Residential
Facilities. (Sponsored by Rep. Haskell
of Portland.)

This bill requires that the owner of a hotel,
motel, inn or bed and breakfast licensed in
mid-2012 or later to install carbon
monoxide detectors. The same requirement
applies to a fraternity or sorority house or
dormitory established in mid-2012 or later.

1745

An Act To Privatize the Inspection of
Amusement Rides in Maine. (Sponsored
by Rep. Haskell of Portland.)

This bill allows qualified private sector
organizations or individuals to inspect
amusement rides to ensure they are safe for
the public. The role of the State Fire
Marshal’s Office would shift from actually
inspecting amusement rides to certifying
qualified amusement ride inspectors.
Nothing in this bill would prevent a
municipal official or employee from
obtaining this type of certification and
inspection authority.

1746

An Act To Make Supplemental
Appropriations and Allocations for the
Expenditures of State Government and
To Change Certain Provisions of the Law
Necessary to the Proper Operations of

This is a supplemental state budget bill
submitted by the Governor to address a
$220 million hole in the budget of the
Department of Health of Human Services
related to the state’s Medicaid program




State. (Sponsored by Sen. Collins of
York Cty; additional cosponsors.)

establishes certain goals within the
transportation statutes. Amendments of the
transportation laws with a municipal
impact include: (1) removing the
Department of Transportation’s role as the
collector and re-distributer of the excise
taxes that apply to aircraft and instead
requiring those taxes to be paid directly to
the municipality where the airport is
located or to the county in the case of
county-owned airports; (2) providing the
City of Augusta rather than the State the

LD | Title/Sponsor Description Disposition
#

State Government for the Fiscal Years known as MaineCare. The budget shortfall

Ending June 30, 2012 and June 30, 2013. | covers the remainder of FY 2012 and FY

(Emergency) (Governor’s Bill) 2013. The bill proposes to scale back the

(Sponsored by Sen. Rosen of Hancock MaineCare program in three ways:

Cty; additional cosponsor.)

B Reducing eligibility by making
certain groups of people ineligible
for Medicaid services;

B Reducing offerings for adults who
remain eligible; and

B Reducing the level of payments the
Medicaid program will provide to
certain providers.

More detail with respect to the specifics of
these proposals are provided in the January
6 edition of the Legislative Bulletin.
1747 | An Act To Prohibit Municipalities from | This emergency bill prohibits a
Imposing Fees on Ice Fishing Shacks. municipality from enacting any ordinance,
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Rep. Shaw | law or rule imposing a tax or fee on ice
of Standish; additional cosponsors.) fishing shacks on public water supplies or
coastal waters.
1752 | An Act Concerning Technical Changes This bill makes a number of technical
to the Tax Laws. (Sponsored by Rep. changes and clarifications to Maine’s tax
Knight of Livermore Falls.) code. Included among the many technical
amendments, the bill provides that only the
applicant for a tax abatement with respect
to non-residential property exceeding $1
million in value may appeal a tax
abatement decision made by a local
assessor to the State Board of Property Tax
Review. Under current law, either party to
such a decision is allowed to appeal; i.e.,
the municipality could technically appeal
the local assessor’s decision on an
abatement request.
1753 | An Act To Improve Transportation in the | This bill makes a number of changes and
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excise taxes associated with aircraft based
at the Augusta State Airport; (3) requiring
the DOT to classify the state’s public
highways according to 6-tier prioritization
system; and (4) establishing deadlines
running from 2017 through 2022 for the
variously-prioritized roadways to be
improved to at least the “Fair or Better”
serviceability customer services levels.

1760

An Act To Ensure Notification to
Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual
Assault and Stalking When Defendants
Are Released on Bail. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Casavant of
Biddeford; additional cosponsors.)

This emergency bill provides certain
notification procedures for law
enforcement officers and jail correctional
officers to follow when a victim of
domestic violence, sexual assault or
stalking asks to be notified when the
perpetrator or alleged perpetrator in the
case is released on bail.

1761

An Act To Improve and Ensure
Adequate Funding for E-9-1-1 Services.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Rep. Fitts of
Pittsfield.)

This bill increases the E-911 surcharge
from 45 cents to 50 cents per month per
telephone line or number and expands the
potential expenditure of all surcharge funds
by the Emergency Services
Communication Bureau to include “the
deployment of E-9-1-1 service using new
communications technologies, including
but not limited to, Internet Protocol enabled
services that are capable of connecting
users to public safety answering points.”

1762

An Act To Amend and Clarify the Public
Charter School Law. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Sen. Mason of
Androscoggin Cty.)

This emergency bill makes a number of
changes to the Public Charter School law
enacted in 2011, primarily for the purpose
of clarifying ambiguous provisions or
establishing more precise procedural
requirements. One element of the bill
impacting municipalities directly is the
section governing the circumstance where a
school system fails to make required
payments to an established charter school
under the money-following-the-student
funding policy. Under current law, the
State Treasurer is allowed to deduct the
payments required from the state funds that
would be otherwise provided to the
delinquent school system. Under this bill
the State Treasurer could also choose to
deduct the required payments from the
municipalities within the delinquent school
system.

1763

An Act To Reduce Open Burning in

Current law allows individual property
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Neighborhoods. (Sponsored by Sen.
Courtney of York Cty; additional
COSpOoNsors.)

owners and lessees who have obtained the
appropriate burn permits to conduct open
burning of leaves, brush, deadwood and
tree cuttings. This bill expands that
allowance so that commercial businesses
that remove those materials from
residential properties can transport them to
the business’ primary location and conduct
open burning there.

1766

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Portions of Chapter 61: Rules for
Major Capital School Construction
Projects, a Major Substantive Rule of the
Department of Education and the State
Board of Education. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Richardson of
Carmel.)

This resolve provides for legislative review
of Chapter 61: Rules for Major Capital
School Construction Projects, which is a
“major substantive” rule of the Department
of Education and State Board of Education.

1768

An Act To Improve the Department of
Environmental Protection’s Annual
Waste Discharge License Fee System.
(Sponsored by Rep. Knapp of Gorham.)

This bill substantially revises the fee
system implemented by the Department of
Environmental Protection with respect to
the waste discharge licenses issued to
municipalities and publicly owned
treatment works that discharge treated
wastewater effluent into the waters of the
state potentially or directly affecting
shellfish harvesting areas. The bill
eliminates the base fee, the fee for
quantities of pollutants actually discharged
or licensed to be discharged, the annualized
license renewal service fee, the initial
dilution fee and the multiple discharge
point fee. In replacement, the bill
establishes for existing licensees a fee
based on the average of the licensees’ bill
amounts, allocated among the wastewater
dischargers on the basis of their three-year
annual flows. A separate surcharge is
similarly applied to wastewater dischargers
that cause adjacent shellfish growing areas
to be closed, with the application of a fee
based on the average of the licensees’ bill
amounts, allocated among the acreage
amounts of the closed harvesting areas
impacted by each wastewater treatment
system. The fee for new licensees, not
having the benefit of three-year flow data,
is established as the median fee for the
selected discharge group.

1781

An Act To Restructure the National

Under current law, public school teachers
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Board Certification Program for
Teachers. (Sponsored by Sen. Alfond of
Cumberland Cty; additional cosponsors.)

who attain certification from the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards
are provided a $3,000 salary supplement
for the life of the certificate that is provided
by the state’s Department of Education.
This bill would reduce the salary
supplement provided by the state to $2,000,
and require the school system to provide a
$1,000 salary supplement from the school’s
General Purpose Aid for Local Schools
subsidy.

1783

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Chapter 140: Public Charter Schools, a
Major Substantive Rule of the
Department of Education. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Richardson of
Carmel.)

This emergency resolve provides for
legislative review of the “major
substantive” rules provisionally adopted by
the Department of Education governing
Chapter 140: Public Charter Schools.

1787

An Act To Create Efficiencies in the
Administration and Enforcement of the
Maine Uniform Building and Energy
Code. (Sponsored by Rep. Prescott of
Topsham.)

This bill amends the laws governing the
oversight and administration of the Maine
Uniform Building and Energy Code
(MUBEC). In an effort to remove
inconsistencies in current law created by
the enactment of legislation enacted in
2011 (LD 1416), the bill increases the
municipal population threshold from 2,000
to 4,000 which triggers the requirement
established in the early 1900s that there be
municipal building inspectors for the
purpose of inspecting buildings under
construction to be safe from fire and issue
occupancy permits accordingly. The bill
also prohibits 3"-party inspectors from also
being appointed as a municipal building
official. The also removes any references to
MUBEC training functions performed by
the State Planning Office and abolishes the
Bureau of Building Codes and Standards,
which is currently housed within the
Department of Public Safety, and moves
the authority and responsibilities of the
Bureau into a division within the Office of
the State Fire Marshal.

1788

Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review
of Portions of Chapter 64: Maine School
Facilities Program and School Revolving
Renovation Fund, a Major Substantive
Rule of the Department of Education and
the Maine Municipal Bond Bank.
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Rep.

This emergency resolve provides for
legislative review of “major substantive”
amendments to rules provisionally adopted
by the Department of Education regarding
Chapter 64: Maine School Facilities
Program and the School Revolving
Renovation Fund.
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Richardson of Carmel.)
1790 | Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review | This emergency resolve provides for
of Portions of Chapter 895: Underground | legislative review of “major substantive”
Facility Damage Prevention amendments to rules provisionally adopted
Requirements, a Major Substantive Rule | by the Public Utilities Commission
of the Public Utilities Commission. regarding Chapter 895: Underground
(Emergency) (Sponsored by Rep. Fitts of | Facility Damage Prevention Requirements
Pittsfield.) (a.k.a. “Dig Safe”). The provisionally-
adopted rules include the following
changes to the current Dig Safe program:
(1) reduce the “tolerance zone” allowed for
non-member operators, which include most
municipalities and water/wastewater
utilities, from 36 inches to 18 inches of
each side of the location of the
underground facility; (2) allow non-
members of the Dig Safe program to index
their underground facilities by street rather
than by entire municipality; (3) formalize
current practice by permitting the use of
black or pink paint during snow and ice
conditions when pre-marking the locations
of the intended excavation; and (4) require
excavators to provide notice to private
landowners, who are also non-members of
the Dig Safe program, of any intended
excavations near the privately-owned
infrastructure, such as sewer or water hook-
up lines, but allow the excavators to initiate
excavation without waiting 72 hours to
allow the private landowner to mark out
underground facilities.
1793 | Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review | This emergency resolve provides for
of Portions of Chapter 375: No Adverse | legislative review of “major substantive”
Environmental Effect Standard of the amendments to rules provisionally adopted
Site Location Law, a Major Substantive | by the Department of Environmental
Rule of the Department of Environmental | Protection regarding Chapter 375: No
Protection. (Emergency) (Sponsored by | Adverse Environmental Effect Standard of
Rep. Hamper of Oxford.) the Site Location Law.
1794 | Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review | This emergency resolve provides for
of Portions of Chapter 378: Variance legislative review of “major substantive”
Criteria for the Excavation of Rock, amendments to rules provisionally adopted
Borrow, Topsoil, Clay or Silt and by the Department of Environmental
Performance Standards for the Storage of | Protections regarding Chapter 378:
Petroleum Products, a Major Substantive | Variance Criteria for the Excavation of
Rule of the Department of Environmental | Rock, Borrow, Topsoil, Clay or Silt and
Protection. (Emergency) (Sponsored by | Performance Standards for the Storage of
Rep. Hamper of Oxford.) Petroleum Products.
1798 | An Act To Reform Land Use Planning in | This bill comprehensively redesigns the
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the Unorganized Territory. (Sponsored
by Rep. Edgecomb of Caribou for the
Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
pursuant to Resolve 2011, chapter 113,
section 9.)

Maine Land Use Regulation Commission
(LURC) into the Maine Land Use
Planning Commission, which is designed
differently and provided with a somewhat
more limited land use regulatory authority
than LURC, but retains most of LURC’s
core functions of land use planning and
regulation in the unorganized and
deorganized areas of the state (UT). The
elements of LD 1798 most relevant to local
and primarily county government would:
(1) retain a unified “Maine Land Use
Planning Commission” made up of 9
members, 3 of which would be appointed
by the Governor and 6 of which would be
appointed by the county commissioners
among the 6 counties containing the most
unorganized territory; (2) provide to this
Commission essentially the same functions
as LURC, with the exceptions listed below;
(3) delegate to qualifying counties certain
smaller-scale land use review and approval
functions in the UT if the counties wish to
take on that function; (4) give over to the
Maine Forest Service the function of
forestry regulation within the entire UT; (5)
give over to the Department of
Environmental Protection the function of
reviewing and approving industrial wind
power projects within the UT; (6) provide
an opportunity beginning in 2015 for a
county to break away from the Maine Land
Use Planning Board and establish its own
comprehensive plan, ordinances, planning
board and land use review and approval
process provided the county adopts a
charter granting the commissioners that
authority and the county could otherwise
demonstrate to the Maine Land Use
Planning Board a capacity to perform those
functions; and (7) provide a similar
authority for plantations and municipalities
currently within the Commission’s
jurisdiction a clear path to obtain their own
land use planning authority provided a
comprehensive plan and appropriate
implementing ordinances are adopted and a
land use planning and regulatory
enforcement capacity is established.

1803

An Act To Implement the

This bill amends the so-called dig safe law
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Recommendations of the Dig Safe Work
Group. (Reported by Rep. Fitts of
Pittsfield for the Public Utilities
Commission.)

by: (1) clarifying that the law and
associated penalties apply to state agencies
and departments; (2) specifying that five
percent of penalty revenue collected will be
used for marketing the dig safe program,
15% used to train utility owners and
contractors in the system, and 80% used to
provide grants to support the mapping of
underground facilities; and (3) directs the
Public Advocate to convene a dig safe
work group to facilitate the creation of a
centralized one-call system to notify
operators of underground facilities of
pending excavations. The “one-call”
system would result in municipalities,
which are currently not mandatory
members of the Dig Safe system (as is the
case throughout the New England/New
York Region), becoming mandatory
members and subject to all membership
dues and penalty assessments.

1805

An Act To Implement Recommendations
of the Right To Know Advisory
Committee Concerning a Public Records
Exception for Proposed Legislation,
Reports and Working Papers of the
Governor. (Reported by Rep. Nass of
Acton for the Joint Standing Committee
on Judiciary.)

This bill creates a public records exception
for proposed legislation, reports and
working papers of the Governor and the
Governor's office that is parallel to the
Legislature's public records exception in
existing law. The proposed legislation,
reports and working papers do not become
public records until they are publicly
distributed or until the adjournment of the
legislative session for which the proposed
legislation, reports and working papers are
prepared.




