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Will the Legislature Set the Spending Limit Example?

Thisisacall to action for all munici-
pal officials committed to working with
the schools, the counties and state govern-
ment to reduce Maine's tax burden in a
responsible, even-handed and rational
manner.

As implausible as it may seem, the
jumping-off point for all of that is some-
thing called a “joint legislative rule”.

And time is of the essence. The “joint
rules’ for the 2007-2008 biennium will be
finally adopted by the Legislature either
on January 9" or January 16%. If the
particular joint rule that is the subject of
this article is not adopted within the next
11 days, it’'s al over.

A specid legislative committee was
convened on Tuesday this week for the
purpose of reviewing and giving its rec-
ommendations with respect to a dozen-
plus proposed amendments and additions
to the existing body of “joint rules’. That
special committee will meet again on
Monday, January 8 to vote out its recom-
mendations on all the proposed joint rules
that various legislators are recommend-
ing. Either one day or one week later, the
Legislature will make the final decision.

It is a difficult task to get local offi-
cials and the general public focused on the
inside-baseball of the Legislature’s joint
rules. The joint rules are often thought of
as mere procedure rather than substance.

Joint Rules Committee

Sen. Phil Bartlett (Cumberland Cty.)

Sen. JohnMartin (Aroostook Cty.), Co-Chair
Sen. Elizabeth Mitchell (Kennebec Cty.)
Sen. Richard Rosen (Hancock Cty.)

Sen. Carol Weston (Waldo Cty.)

Rep. Herb Adams (Portland)

Rep. Stacey Fitts (Pittsfield)

Rep. Henry Joy (Crystal)

Rep. Stan Gerzofsky (Brunswick), Co-Chair
Rep. Nancy Smith (Monmouth)

The savvy politician, however, under-
stands that procedural rules often control
substantive output.

We are urging you to talk to your
legislators immediately and pay close
attention to the upcoming votes on the
joint rules in both the House and the
Senate. Here's the deal:

The Maine Municipal Association,
along with the Maine Service Center
Coadlition, the Maine State Chamber of
Commerce, the Maine Education Asso-
ciation and the Maine Hospital Associa-
tion, have developed and will be advo-
cating for a comprehensive tax burden
reduction bill during the upcoming leg-
islative session. That legislation will
tighten-up the voting procedures required
at every level of government to override
the annual spending limits established
by the “LD 1" formulas in current law.
The details of the bill (The Responsible
Government Spending and Investment
Act) were provided in the December issue
of the Maine Townsman.

For the municipalities, schools and
counties, achangeto the law is all it takes
to tighten-up those voting procedures.
State law is fully enforceable at the local
level. For state government, however, a
simple change to the law is not fully
enforceable because the Legislature can
always step aside any law that applies to
it. The only law the Legislature cannot
“notwithstand” is the law in Maine's
Constitution.

That's where the joint rules come in.
Unlike a regular law, after a joint rule is
adopted by the Legislature, that rule ab-
solutely governs the Legislature unless it
is overridden or amended by a
supermajority two-thirds vote in both the
House and the Senate. Therefore, if the
Legislature’s LD 1 override procedure is
incorporated into the Legislature's joint
rules, it becomes binding and enforce-
able.

On Tuesday this week, amendments
and additions to the existing body of
legislative joint rules were presented to
the special 10-member Joint Rule Com-
mittee. There were proposed joint rules to
amend the Legidlature’'s conflict of inter-
est standards. There were proposed joint
rules to restrict legislators from getting
coached by text messaging communica
tions from lobbyists during committee
hearings. There were proposed joint rules
to streamline state budget review proce-
dures.

And two legislators, Representative
Patrick Flood (Winthrop) and Senator
Peter Mills (Somerset Cty.), each pro-
posed their own version of ajoint rule that
would establish the Legislature’'s LD 1
spending limit override procedure as a
two-thirds vote requirement in both the
House and the Senate.

Rep. Flood explained to the Com-
mittee that his joint rule would lay the
groundwork for a legidative proposa he
is submitting that would require
supermajority two-thirds voting for ev-
ery level of government — municipal,
school, county or state — to exceed their
respective LD 1 spending limits.

Sen. Mill’s joint rule proposa was
offered more in line with the goals of the
MMA/MEA/Maine State Chamber coa
lition that is advancing The Responsible
Government Spending and Investment
Act. Sen. Mill’s joint rule is not predi-
cated on supermajority voting as the only
appropriate override procedure that
should be applied to al levels of govern-
ment. As Sen. Mills explained to the
Committee, a two-thirds voting require-
ment is the most practicably effective
override system for the Legislature, but
for smaller units of government, areferen-
dum voting process might be more appro-
priate than the supermajority require-
ment.

(continued on page 6)



IN THE HOPPER

(Thebill summariesarewrittenby MM A staff and arenot necessarily
the bill’s summary statement or an excerpt from that summary
statement. During the course of the legislative session, many more
bills of municipal interest will be printed than thereis spacein the
LegislativeBulletintodescribe. Our attemptisto provideadescription
of what would appear to be the bills of most significance to local
government, but wewould advise municipal officialstoalsoreview
thecomprehensivelist of L Dsof municipal interest that can befound
on MMA'’s website, www.memun.org.)

Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
LD 21 — Resolve, To Provide Access for Persons with
Disabilities to Great Ponds. (Sponsored by Rep. Pineau of
Jay.)

This resolve directs the Department of Conservation and the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to develop a plan to
provideadequateaccessfor personswithdisabilitiestoinland bodies
of water that are 10 acres or greater in size (Great Ponds). The plan
must be reported to the Legislature by January 3, 2008.

Education & Cultural Affairs
LD 20— Resolve, Prohibiting the Use of Carpeting in Schools.
(Sponsored by Rep. Beaudoin of Biddeford.)
Thisresolvedirectsthe Department of Educationto adopt rules
prohibiting carpeting asflooringinnewly constructed or renovated
public school facilities.

Health & Human Services
LD 12 — An Act To Establish a Residency Requirement for
MaineCare Recipients. (Sponsored by Rep. Browne of
Vassalboro; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill requiresall applicantsto proveto the Department of
Health and Human Servicesthat they have been physically present
inthe State for 30 daysor longer prior to qualifying for MaineCare
benefits.

LD 28 — An Act To Establish a Statewide Residency
Requirement for General Assistance. (Sponsored by Rep.
Browne of Vassalboro; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill requiresapersontohaveresided inamunicipality for
at least 30 days before that person can be determined eligible to
receive General Assistance.

LD 29 — An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Welfare.
(Sponsored by Rep. Beaudoin of Biddeford.)

This"concept draft” bill proposesto requirewelfarerecipients
to work with town officials to seek meaningful employment and
perform work or provide volunteer services in order to receive
welfarebenefits.
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Legal & VeteransAffairs
LD 27 — An Act To Clarify Election Laws Concerning
Election Clerks' Qualifications. (Emergency) (Sponsored
by Rep. Barstow of Gorham.)

Thishill relaxestheresidency requirement for the appoi ntment
of election clerkswhenthe municipal officersareunableto appoint
a sufficient number of election clerks who are residents of the
municipality. Inthat circumstance, thebill allowstheelection clerk
to appoint deputy clerkswho arenot residentsof themunicipality if
they are at | east resi dents of the county and are otherwise qualified
to serve as election clerks.

Natural Resour ces
LD 25 — An Act To Change the Maine Land Use Regulation
Commission’s Lot Size, Coverage and Setback Requirements
for Some Affordable Housing Lots on Coastal Islands.
(Sponsored by Rep. McKane of Newcastle; additional
cosponsor.)

Thisbill directsthe Maine Land Use Regulation Commission
(LURC) to adopt dimensional standards for affordable housing on
certaincoastal islandswithin LURC' sjurisdiction wheredevel opment
is restricted to less than 50% of the island’s land area due to
easements, statute, or rule. Thedimensional standardsfor affordable
housing must allow for denser development and less restrictive
setbacks than the dimensional standards for general development.
For a municipality or plantation under LURC’s jurisdiction, the
dimensional standardswould only apply when the municipality or
plantation has designated the affected property as suitable for
affordable housing.

State & L ocal Government
LD 32—AnAct To Create aRegional Jail System. (Sponsored
by Rep. Weddell of Frankfort.) (By request)
This"conceptdraft” bill proposesto requirecounty governments
to create regional jails and to share the costs of building and
maintainingthoseregional jails.

Taxation
LD 26 — An Act To Fund Transportation Projects. (Sponsored
by Rep. Marley of Portland.)

This“concept draft” bill proposes to authorize any county in
Maine to adopt by referendum alocal option salestax. 90% of the
collected revenue would be retained by the county to fund
transportation-related projects in the county. 10% of the revenue
would be deposited in the State Transit, Aviation and Rail
Transportation Fund.

Transportation
LD 9 — An Act To Continue the Axle Weight Law Changes
Beyond September 15, 2007. (Sponsored by Rep. Thomas
of Ripley; additional cosponsors.)

A bill passed by the 122" L egislature amended truck weight-
limit standards asthey apply not to overall truck weights but to the
truck’s axle weights. That bill: (1) amended the cal culation of the
tandem axleweight finesfor 6-axletruckshauling special commodities
to clarify that the lower of the fines specified in statute apply; (2)
amended theaxleweight fine schedul esto moderatethefineincreases
for smaller violations for trucks hauling forest products; and (3)
eliminated axleweight fineviolationsduring the months of January
and February on most state roads. The changes went into effect on
September 17, 2005 and are schedul ed to be repeal ed (sunsetted) on
September 15, 2007. Thisbill would makethe changes permanent by
repealing the sunset.



MMA 2007-08 Legislative Policy Committee

LPC Chair:

(1/07 to 12/07)

Anne Swift-Kayatta, Councilor, Cape
Elizabeth

LPC/Senate District 1:

John Miller, Selectman, Ogunquit

Peter Bowman, School Bd. Sub. Comm.,
Kittery

LPC/Senate District 2:
James Driscoll,Selectman, Acton
Martha Hamilton, Selectman, Limerick

LPC/Senate District 3:
Earland Morrison,Selectman, Alfred
Maura Herlihy,Councilor, Sanford

LPC/Senate District 4:

Robert Higgins, Selectman,
Kennebunk

John Bubier, Manager, Biddeford

LPC/Senate District 5:
(Both seats vacant)

LPC/Senate District 6:
Sylvia Most, Councilor, Scarborough
David Cole, Manager, Gorham

LPC/Senate District 7:

Mary Kahl, Corporation Counsel,
South Portland

Cynthia Dill , Councilor, Cape
Elizabeth

LPC/Senate District 8:
Ed Suslovic, Councilor, Portland
Cheryl Leeman, Councilor, Portland

LPC/Senate District 9:

Gary Wood, Corporation Counsel,
Portland

Linda Cohen, Clerk, Portland

LPC/Senate District 10:
James Cassida, Councilor, Freeport
Newell Augur, Councilor , Brunswick

LPC/Senate District 11:
Ann Goggin, Councilor, Falmouth
(One seat vacant)

LPC/Senate District 12:
Gordon Billington, Manager, Standish
Joe Brunom, Selectman, Raymond

LPC/Senate District 13:

Michael Thorne, Manager, Harrison

Leonard Adler, Ordinance Review
Comm., Otisfield

LPC/Senate District 14:
Glen Holmes, Manager, Buckfield
Jolene Lovejoy, Selectman, Rumford

LPC/Senate District 15:

A. Wayne Cobb, Selectman, New
Gloucester

(One seat vacant)

LPC/Senate District 16:

Stavros Mendros, Councilor, Lewiston

Phil Nadeau, Deputy Administrator,
Lewiston

LPC/Senate District 17:
Errol “Abe’ Additon, Selectman, Leeds
Curtis Lunt, Manager, Lisbon

LPC/Senate District 18:
Richard Davis, Manager, Farmington
Peter Nielsen, Manager, Wilton

LPC/Senate District 19:

Jane Scease, Selectperson, Topsham

Chet Garrison, Vice Chair School Bd.,
West Bath

LPC/Senate District 20:

John Anderson, Manager, Boothbay

Sandra Blake, Town Administrator,
Newcastle

LPC/Senate District 21:
Mark Doyon, Manager, Manchester
Elaine Fuller, Selectperson, Manchester

LPC/Senate District 22:

Andrew Hart, Manager, Union

William Chapman, Budget Comm.,
Rockport

LPC/Senate District 23:
Galen Larrabee, 1% Selectman, Knox
Terry St. Peter, Manager, Belfast

LPC/Senate District 24:

Ralph Farnham, Jr., Councilor,
Oakland

Michael Byron, Councilor, Augusta

LPC/Senate District 25:
Catherine Nadeau, Councilor, Winsow
Steve Aucoin, Councilor, Waterville

LPC/Senate District 26:

Elaine Aloes, Chair of Selectmen,
Solon

Fran Sabol, Budget Advisory Comm.,
Anson

LPC/Senate District 27:

John Simko, Manager, Greenville

Eugene Conlogue, Manager,
Millinocket

LPC/Senate District 28:

Kenneth Minier, Manager, Southwest
Harbor

Michael MacDonald, Manager, Mount
Desert

LPC/Senate District 29:

Linda Pagels, Manager, Calais

Peter Weil, Sel ectman/A ssessor,
Steuben

LPC/Senate District 30:
Peggy Daigle, Manager, Old Town
William Reed, Manager, Veazie

LPC/Senate District 31:

Paul Bowen, Selectman, Penobscot

Howard Kroll, Assistant Manager,
Brewer

LPC/Senate District 32:
Ed Barrett, Manager, Bangor
Donald Shepley, Councilor, Hermon

LPC/Senate District 33:
James Collins, Manager, Carmel
(One seat vacant)

LPC/Senate District 34:

Thomas Stevens, Manager, Presque Isle

Candis Nevers, Manager, Smyrna &
Merrill

LPC/Senate District 35:
Steven Buck, Manager, Caribou
Paul Soucy, Selectman, Eagle Lake



Joint Standing Committees - 123rd Legislature

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Senate:
John M. Nutting, Chair (D-Androscoggin)
Margaret Rotundo (D-Androscoggin)
Roger L. Sherman (R-Aroostook)

House:

Wendy Pieh, Chair (D-Bremen)
Jacqueline A. Lundeen (D-Mars Hill)
Raymond G. Pineau (D-Jay)

John F. Piotti (D-Unity)

Timothy A. Carter (D-Bethel)
Benjamin Marriner Pratt (D-Eddington)
Donald G. Marean (R-Hollis)*

Peter Edgecomb (R-Caribou)
DeanA. Cray (R-Palmyra)

Jeffery A. Gifford (R-Lincoln)

Appropriationsand Financial Affairs
Senate:
Margaret Rotundo, Chair (D-Androscoggin)
John L. Martin (D-Aroostook)
Karl W. Turner (R-Cumberland)

House:

Jeremy R. Fischer, Chair (D-Presquelsl€)
Margaret M. Craven (D-L ewiston)
Janet T. Mills (D-Farmington)
Emily Ann Cain (D-Orono)
LindaM. Valentino (D-Saco)
David C. Webster (D-Freeport)

H. Sawin Millett, Jr. (R-Waterford)*
Patrick S. A. Flood (R-Winthrop)
John C. Robinson (R-Raymond)
Jayne Crosby Giles (R-Belfast)

Business, Resear ch and Economic Development
Senate:
Lynn Bromley, Chair (D-Cumberland)
Elizabeth M. Schneider (D-Penobscot)
Jonathan T. E. Courtney (R-Y ork)

House:

Nancy E. Smith, Chair (D-Monmouth)
Stephen R. Beaudette (D-Biddeford)
Richard C. Cleary (D-Houlton)

W. Bruce MacDonald (D-Boothbay)
Mark Paul Samson (D-Auburn)
Kimberly E. W. Silsby (D-Augusta)
Christopher W. Rector (R-Thomaston)*
Susan M. W. Austin (R-Gray)

Michael Gary Beaulieu (R-Auburn)
Kerri L. Prescott (R-Topsham)

Criminal Justiceand Public Safety
Senate:
Bill Diamond, Chair (D-Cumberland)
Earle L. McCormick (R-Kennebec)

Roger L. Sherman (R-Aroostook)

House:

Stan Gerzofsky, Chair (D-Brunswick)
PatriciaA. Blanchette (D-Bangor)
Anne M. Haskell (D-Portland)
Stephen P. Hanley (D-Gardiner)
DawnHill (D-Y ork)

Bryan T. Kaenrath (D-South Portland)
Richard M. Sykes (R-Harrison)*
Christian D. Greeley (R-Levant)
Gary E. Plummer (R-Windham)
Joseph L. Tibbetts (R-Columbia)

Education and Cultural Affairs
Senate:
Peter B. Bowman, Chair (D-Y ork)
Elizabeth H. Mitchell (D-Kennebec)
Peter Mills(R-Somerset)

House:

Jacqueline R. Norton, Chair (D-Bangor)
Edward D. Finch (D-Fairfield)

Elaine Makas (D-L ewiston)

David W. Farrington (D-Gorham)
CharlesWilliam Harlow (D-Portland)
Patricia B. Sutherland (D-Chapman)
Peter Edgecomb (R-Caribou)*

Howard E. McFadden (R-Dennysville)
Raoberta M. Muse (R-Fryeburg)
Meredith N. Strang Burgess (R-Cumberland)

Health and Human Services
Senate:
Joseph C. Brannigan, Chair (D-Cumberland)
LisaT. Marraché (D-Kennebec)
Kevin L. Raye (R-Washington)

House:

AnneC. Perry, Chair (D-Calais)
William R. Walcott (D-Lewiston)
Carol A. Grose (D-Woolwich)
Elizabeth S. Miller (D-Somerville)
Paulette G. Beaudoin (D-Biddeford)
Gary A. Connor (D-Kennebunk)
Robert P. Walker (R-Lincolnville)*
JamesJ. Campbell, Sr. (R-Newfield)
Sarah O. Lewin (R-Eliot)

DonnaW. Finley (R-Skowhegan)
Donald G. Soctomah (Passamaquoddy Tribe)

Inland Fisheriesand Wildlife
Senate:
Bruce S. Bryant, Chair (D-Oxford)
Joseph C. Perry (D-Penobscot)
Walter R. Gooley (R-Franklin)

House:
Troy Dale Jackson, Chair (D-Allagash)



Walter A.Wheeler, Sr. (D-Kittery)
Jacqueline A. Lundeen (D-MarsHill)
Mark E. Bryant (D-Windham)
Edward D. Finch (D-Fairfield)

Jane E. Eberle (D-South Portland)
David E. Richardson (R-Carmel)*
Earl E. Richardson (R-Greenville)
Everett W. McLeod, Sr. (R-Lee)
Thomas B. Saviello (U-Wilton)

Insuranceand Financial Services

Senate:

Nancy B. Sullivan, Chair (D-Y ork)
Peter B. Bowman (D-Y ork)

LoisA. Snowe-Méello (R-Androscoggin)

House:

John R. Brautigam, Chair (D-Fal mouth)
Marilyn E. Canavan (D-Waterville)
Sharon Anglin Treat (D-Farmingdale)
CharlesR. Priest (D-Brunswick)

Jill M. Conover (D-Oakland)

Patsy Garside Crockett (D-Augusta)
Wesley E. Richardson (R-Warren)*
Michael A. Vaughan (R-Durham)
Jonathan B. McKane (R-Newcastl€)
David G. Savage (R-Falmouth)

Judiciary
Senate:
Barry J. Hobbins, Chair (D-Y ork)
John M. Nutting (D-Androscoggin)
DavidR. Hastings| 11 (R-Oxford)

House:

Deborah L. Simpson, Chair (D-Auburn)
Janet T. Mills (D-Farmington)

Mark E. Bryant (D-Windham)
Michael E. Dunn (D-Bangor)

Alan M. Casavant (D-Biddeford)
Cynthia A. Dill (D-Cape Elizabeth)
Abigail Holman (R-Fayette)*

Joan M. Nass (R-Acton)

Robert A. Berube (R-Lisbon)
Lawrence E. Jacobsen (R-Waterboro)
Donna M. Loring (Penobscot Nation)

Labor
Senate:
Ethan Strimling, Chair (D-Cumberland)
Nancy B. Sullivan (D-Y ork)
DanalL. Dow (R-Lincoln)

House:

JohnL. Tuttle, Jr., Chair (D-Sanford)
Troy Dale Jackson (D-Allagash)
Herbert E. Clark (D-Millinocket)
Timothy E. Driscoll (D-Westbrook)
Anne M. Haskell (D-Portland)
Richard John Burns (D-Berwick)
Brian M. Duprey (R-Hampden)*

Philip A. Cressey, Jr. (R-Cornish)
Henry L. Joy (R-Crystal)
Richard M. Sykes (R-Harrison)

Legal and Veterans Affairs
Senate:
LisaT. Marraché, Chair (D-Kennebec)
Bruce S. Bryant (D-Oxford)
DebraD. Plowman (R-Penobscot)

House:

John L. Patrick, Chair (D-Rumford)
JohnL. Tuttle, Jr. (D-Sanford)
PatriciaA. Blanchette (D-Bangor)
Michael A. Shaw (D-Standish)
PamelaJabar Trinward (D-Waterville)
Lance Weddell (D-Frankfort)

Joan M. Nass (R-Acton)*

Wright H. Pinkham, Sr. (R-Lexington Township)
Bonnie S. Gould (R-South Berwick)
Abigail Holman (R-Fayette)

MarineResour ces
Senate:
Dennis S. Damon, Chair (D-Hancock)
DanalL. Dow (R-Lincoln)
LoisA. Snowe-Mello (R-Androscoggin)

House:

LeilaJ. Percy, Chair (D-Phippsburg)
Herbert Adams(D-Portland)

Peggy A. Pendleton (D-Scarborough)
Edward J. Mazurek (D-Rockland)
Robert N. Eaton (D-Sullivan)

W. Bruce MacDonald (D-Boothbay)
John F. McDonough (R-Scarborough)*
Philip A. Cressey, Jr. (R-Cornish)
Kenneth C. Fletcher (R-Winslow)
Harold lan Emery (R-Cutler)

Natural Resour ces
Senate:
John L. Martin, Chair (D-Aroostook)
Philip L. Bartlett |1 (D-Cumberland)
Douglas M. Smith (R-Piscataquis)

House:

Theodore S. Koffman, Chair (D-Bar Harbor)
Robert S. Duchesne (D-Hudson)

Jane E. Eberle (D-South Portland)
Christopher W. Babbidge (D-Kennebunk)
David Miramant (D-Camden)

Richard V. Wagner (D-L ewiston)
JamesM . Hamper (R-Oxford)*

JamesD. Annis(R-Dover-Foxcroft)

John F. McDonough (R-Scarborough)
Bernard L. A. Ayotte (R-Caswell)

Stateand L ocal Gover nment
Senate:
Elizabeth M. Schneider, Chair (D-Penobscot)



Joseph C. Brannigan (D-Cumberland)
Paula |. Benoit (R-Sagadahoc)

House:

Christopher R. Barstow, Chair (D-Gorham)
Stephen R. Beaudette (D-Biddeford)
James M. Schatz (D-Blue Hill)
AndreaM. Boland (D-Sanford)
TereseaM. Hayes (D-Buckfield)
LawrenceG. Sirois(D-Turner)
Henry L. Joy (R-Crystal)*

Philip A. Curtis (R-Madison)

H. David Cotta (R-China)

Windol C. Weaver (R-Y ork)

Taxation
Senate:
Joseph C. Perry, Chair (D-Penobscot)
Ethan Strimling (D-Cumberland)
Richard A. Nass(R-Y ork)

House:

John F. Piotti, Chair (D-Unity)
Herbert E. Clark (D-Millinocket)
Anne M. Rand (D-Portland)
Thomas R. Watson (D-Bath)
Donald E. Pilon (D-Saco)

Randy E. Hotham (R-Dixfield)*
Scott E. Langley (R-Sabattus)
Kathleen D. Chase (R-WEélls)

L. Gary Knight (R-Livermore Falls)
Richard G. Woodbury (U-Y armouth)

Transportation
Senate:
Dennis S. Damon, Chair (D-Hancock)
Bill Diamond (D-Cumberland)
Christine R. Savage (R-Knox)

House:
Boyd P. Marley, Chair (D-Portland)
CharlesD. Fisher (D-Brewer)

GeorgeW. Hogan, Sr. (D-Old Orchard Beach)

Edward J. Mazurek (D-Rockland)

Ann E. Peoples (D-Westbrook)
Charles Ken Theriault (D-Madawaska)
William P. Browne (R-V assal boro)*
Douglas A. Thomas (R-Ripley)
Richard M. Cebra (R-Naples)
Kimberley C. Rosen (R-Bucksport)

Utilitiesand Energy
Senate:
Philip L. Bartlett I1, Chair (D-Cumberland)
Barry J. Hobbins (D-Y ork)
Douglas M. Smith (R-Piscataquis)

House:

Lawrence Bliss, Chair (D-South Portland)
Herbert Adams(D-Portland)

Peter L. Rines (D-Wiscasset)
Richard D. Blanchard (D-Old Town)
Seth A. Berry (D-Bowdoinham)

Jon Hinck (D-Portland)

Kenneth C. Fletcher (R-Winslow)*
Philip A. Curtis (R-Madison)
Stacey Allen Fitts (R-Pittsfield)
Michael Thibodeau (R-Winterport)
*Ranking Republican Member

LEGISLATURE (cont'd)

On Monday, January 8", the special Joint Rules Commit-
tee (see box on front page) will vote out its recommendations
regarding a dozen-plus proposed new joint rules, including the
proposals regarding the Legislature’'s LD 1 override proce-
dures.

In the tax burden reduction/tax relief/tax reform debate,
everyone seems to acknowledge that “something” needs to be
done in 2007. There is no dispute from any quarter in that
regard. The question that remains is whether that “something”
will be serious, enforceable, genuine, real, and binding. Of all
the rules you may encounter in the world, the legislative joint
rules are not made to be broken. Please contact your legislators
and urge them to support the joint rule to govern the
Legislature’s LD 1 override procedure so that we can move
forward and help build a rational and responsible governmen-
tal spending limitation system that the people of Maine can be
proud of and that can serve as the foundation of true tax reform.



