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Second Session Begins

Everyone Awaits the Proposed Supplemental State Budget

The Second Regular Session of the
123rd Maine State L egidature has begun.

Asall the news outlets and political
commentators have reported, this up-
coming session will be dominated by
two phenomena: (1) astate budget short-
fall; and (2) a parade of consolidation
proposals from Governor Baldacci, in-
cluding:

» Modifications to the school con-
solidation law enacted in 2007;

* A proposed state take-over of the
15 county jails (details not yet avail-
able);

» A proposed consolidation of the
resource-based state agencies (e.g., In-
land Fisheriesand Wildlife, Agriculture,
Marine Resources, etc.) under one um-
brellaagency (detailsnot yet available);

 Another shot at last year’s unsuc-
cessful proposal to consolidate the De-
partments of Economic and Community
Development and the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation;
and

» The perennially-proposed (and
perennially-dismissed) merger of the
Department of Transportation and the
Maine Turnpike Authority.

The state budget shortfall is cur-
rently defined as a $95 million gap be-
tween projected General Fund revenues
and budgeted spending. In round num-
bers, the revenue-to-budget imbalance
for the current fiscal year (FY 08) is $38
million, and the shortfall for the second
year of the biennium (FY Q9) is $57
million.

Several weeks ago, Governor
Baldacci implemented an order to “cur-
tail” state spending. A Governor’s au-
thority to curtail state spending isautho-

rized by law to ensurethat the state ends
each fiscal year in budgetary balance.
Thecurtaillment order focusesonthe $38
million shortfall for the current fiscal
year, and under its terms $20 million of
the$38 million problemwasto berecov-
eredfromtheDepartment of Education’s
budget, entirely in the category of Gen-
eral Purpose Aid to Education (GPA).

Someof that $20 millionwasan easy
find. Apparently $3.5 million of GPA
funding was unspent in FY 07 and has
therefore become available in FY 08 as
“carry forward” funding.

According to the curtailment order,
the remaining $16.7 million would be
recovered from various lines within the
GPA appropriation over which the De-
partment of Education “has discretion”.
The discretionary accounts within GPA

do not include the monthly school sub-
sidy payments. From what we can tell,
some examples of the discretionary ac-
counts would be contracts the Depart-
ment might enter into with private com-
panies for student testing or assessment
services, professional development ser-
vices, etc.

According to the curtailment docu-
ments released to the public, however,
the Administration’ spositionwasthat* if
the full ($16.7 million) cannot be
achieved in discretionary programs, a
reduction in payments to school admin-
istrative units in June 2008 may be re-
quired, in which case those funds would
berestored in thefirst payment of fiscal
year 2008-09 that ispaid in July 2008.”

In legislative parlance, this finan-

(continued on page 2)

Reshaping the School
Consolidation Law

The Education Committee has
roughed-out the schedule it will follow
in the development of the bill to fix the
problems with the school consolidation
law enacted in 2007.

This yet-to-be-developed legisla-
tion, in concert with an emergency hill
already given an “ought-to-pass’ report
by the Committee on a split vote, is
described by the legislative proponents
of the school consolidation concept as
the legislative package that will fix the
problems that are being experienced by
the Reorganization Planning Commit-
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tees around the state who are actually
trying to implement the law.

The emergency bill isLD 1932, An
Act to AmendtheLawsRegar ding School
Funding. LD 1932 would: (1) allow the
cost sharing formulas for multi-munici-
pal school districts to be developed lo-
cally rather than be necessarily fixed by
statute; (2) repeal the requirement that
every municipality entering into a new
school district organization levy a mill
rateeffortfor education of at least 2 mills;
(3) providetheminimum subsidy benefit

(continued on page 2)



SESSION (cont'd)

cial strategy is called a“push”, because
a financial obligation of the state is
“pushed” into the next fiscal year to help
balance the present-year budget. Push-
ing state financial obligations into sub-
sequent fiscal yearscreatesobviousprob-
lemsfor the intended recipients of those
payments who have financial obliga-
tionsof their ownthat needtobehonored
in atimely manner. In addition, the his-
tory of legidlative “ pushes” isthat while
they are promoted as temporary, short-
term solutions, they tend to stick around
foralongtime, if not forever. Intheearly
1990s, the June GPA payment was
“pushed” intothe subsequent fiscal year,
and that annual “push” was repeated
during the rest of that decade until the
Legiglature finally found the extra rev-
enue to “buy back” the push.

Beginning in 2006, the Legislature
also “pushed” into the subsequent fiscal
year the Tree Growth tax program reim-
bursements that are distributed to the
municipalities. That push hasnever been
“bought back”. The delay in payment
has essentially been made permanent.

It is perhaps for these or other rea-
sons that the Administration is appar-
ently rethinking this element of the cur-
tailment order asit devel opsitsproposed
supplemental state budget. According to
a presentation made this week to the
Appropriations Committee, both the
Commissioner of the Department of Edu-
cation, Susan Gendron, andtheCommis-
sioner of the Department of Administra-
tive and Financial Services, Rebecca
Wyke, said that the soon-to-be released
supplement budget will not include any
proposal to “push” GPA payments into
subsequent fiscal years.
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This does not mean that the
Governor’ scurtailment order isrescinded
or has been amended or otherwise goes
away. Instead, the curtailment order
should be thought of as abackstop plan.
If a supplemental budget is not enacted
by the Legislature in a timely manner,
the curtailment order would have to be
implemented. On the other hand, if a
supplemental budget is enacted that ad-
dresses the $38 million shortfall for FY
08 in amanner that is different from the
curtailment order, the curtailment order
would then be rescinded.

Balancing the state budget for both
FY 08 and FY 09 will no doubt be a
difficulttask. Although Maine’ smunici-
pal leadersarestrong proponentsof com-
prehensive tax reform, they certainly
understand that tax reform must be an
entirely revenueneutral exerciseandthey
respect Governor Bal dacci’ soften-stated
position that he will not support any
broad-based tax increases for the pur-
pose of bridging the imbalance in the
state budget.

In contrast, somelegislativeleaders
have told newspaper reporters that mu-
nicipal revenue sharing and school sub-
sidy funds are “on the table” for state
budget balancing purposes. Indeed, there
has been a growing trend over the last
several yearsfor thelL egislaturetodivert
municipal revenue sharing resources to
help balance the state budget. Over the
state’'s budgetary time period of FY 06
through FY 09, $13 million has been
diverted out of the revenue sharing fund
into the state’s General Fund.

Fromthemunicipal perspective, the
term “broad-based taxes’ includes the
property tax. If thegoal istorefrainfrom
increasing “broad-based taxes’ to bal-
ance the state budget, the Legislature
must not dip any further into the munici-
pa revenue sharing account.

SCHOOL (cont'd)

that so-called “minimum subsidy re-
ceiver” municipalities receive under
current law even when those municipal
school systems become part of larger
school districts and therefore lose their
minimum subsidy receiver status; and
(4) delay until 2009 the implementation
of the mandatory school budget valida-
tionprocess. Themandatory budget vali-
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dation procedures were originaly en-
acted to begin in 2008.

LD 1932 has been on afast track to
get to thefull Legislature for avote, but
the Committeeis still holding the bill at
least until next Tuesday, when a work
session is scheduled to reconsider one
element of the bill. It is MMA’s under-
standing that the aspect of LD 1932to be
reconsidered is the part about delaying
the implementation of the mandatory
school budget validation process.

The mandatory school budget vali-
dation process consists of two elements.
The first element is a mandatory school
budget format that breaksall school bud-
getsdown into 11 cost center categories
for thepurpose of providing better infor-
mationtothevoters. Thesecond element
is the mandatory referendum validation
process.

Oneideathe Committee might con-
sider next Tuesday isimplementing the
mandatory school budget formatting
process this year, but delaying the man-
datory budget referendum process until
next year.

Another idea that has surfaced and
may bediscussed next Tuesday would be
to only delay the mandatory budget ref-
erendum process for those school sys-
tems that are actively engaged in the
school reorganization process, and re-
quirethose schoolsthat are exempt from
reorganizing (i.e., theso-called“ alterna-
tiveplan” school systems) to implement
the full budget validation process this
year. Thiswould still requirethe Legis-
latureto enact emergency changesto the
validation law.

The second bill —to be completely
created by the Committee —is designed
to deal with all the other corrections,
subtractions, modifications or reshap-
ing of the school consolidation law that
the Legislature may want to enact. Here
is the Committee's schedule for action:

Friday, January 4, 2008 — Public
forum to alow the 44 legislators who
previously submitted 65 separate billsto
amend the school reorganization law to
formally present their various ideas to
the Committee.

Tuesday, January 8 — Committee
work session on LD 1932.

Tuesday, January 8 — Friday
January 18 — Committee work sessions

(continued on page 5)




IN THE HOPPER

(Thebill summariesarewritten by MMA staff and arenot necessarily
the bill’s summary statement or an excerpt from that summary
statement. During the cour se of thel egislative session, many more
bills of municipal interest will be printed than thereisspacein the
LegidativeBulletintodescribe. Our attemptisto provideadescription
of what would appear to be the bills of most significance to local
gover nment, but wewould advise municipal officialstoalsoreview
the comprehensivelist of LDsof municipal interest that can befound
on MMA'’s website, www.memun.org.)

Business, Resear ch & Economic Development
LD 2124 — An Act To Prevent the Theft of Certain Metals.
(Sponsored by Rep. Berry of Bowdoinham; additional
COSpoNsors.)

Thishill establishesstandardsof record keeping and transaction
information governing the businessof scrap metal recycling for the
purposeof preventing thetheft of certain metals. Amongthevarious
provisions of the bill, it prohibits a person from establishing,
operating or maintaining ascrap metal recycling business without
first obtaining apermit fromthemunicipal officersof themunicipality
where the businessislocated.

Criminal Justice& Public Safety

LD 1981 — An Act To Exempt Certain Facilities from
Increased Fire Sprinkler Requirements. (Sponsored by Sen.
Martin of Aroostook County; additional cosponsors.)

This bill prohibits the Department of Public Safety from
applying any more stringent fire sprinkler requirements to
nonresidential buildingsin existence on January 1, 2007 than the
sprinkler requirementsthat werein effect at that time.

LD 2029 — An Act To Reduce Property Taxes, Eliminate
Duplication and Streamline Government by Unifying the
State Prisons and County Jails. (Sponsored by Rep. Gerzofsky
of Brunswick; additional cosponsors.)

This bill is a “concept draft” that proposes to merge the
administration of county jails and state prisons under one unified
stateagency.

LD 2080 — An Act To Better Coordinate and Reduce the Cost
of the Delivery of State and County Correctional Services.
(Sponsored by Rep. Crockett of Augusta; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This"concept draft” bill proposesto establishtheMaineJail and
Community Corrections Authority, made up of state, county and
municipal officialsand representativesof other interestsinvolvedin
the criminal justice system. The Authority iscreated to coordinate
and overseeasystemwithinthestatefor the operationand maintenance
of county and regional jails, programs and services. The hill
establishes 11 specific dutiesof theauthority, including devel oping
statewide* standardsof careand operations”, establishing thepurpose
and rating capacities of each jail, conducting jail inspections and
accrediting jail facilities, coordinating bed space availability,
establishing per-diem boarding rates, establishing an inter-county
inmatetransportation system, etc.

Education & Cultural Affairs
LD 1932 — An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding School
Funding. (Emergency) (Sponsored by Sen. Bowman of Y ork
County; additional cosponsors.)

LD 2062 — An Act Regarding Education Laws. (Sponsored
by Rep. Norton of Bangor; additional cosponsor.)

Among other changes to education law, this bill expands the
existing mandate to provide transportation to school for public
elementary school students. Under the bill, transportation is also
required for public preschool students.

Health & Human Services
LD 2084 — An Act To Protect Vulnerable Children by
Allowing the Use of Emergency Medication. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Rep. Miller of Somerville; additional
€OSponsors.)

This bill requires a municipality that operates a municipal
recreational program to train the program'’ s supervising personnel
to administer medication, including an asthma inhaler or an
epinephrine pen, to all childreninthemunicipality’ scare.

LD 2085 — An Act To Protect Children from Secondhand
Smoke. (Sponsored by Rep. Blanchette of Bangor; additional
COSpoNsors.)

This bill, modeled on a Bangor City Ordinance, prohibits
smoking in amotor vehicle when aperson under 18 yearsof ageis
present in that vehicle. Violators are subject to a$50 fine or, at the
discretion of the law enforcement officer, awritten warning.

Inland Fisheries& Wildlife
LD 2045 — An Act To Enact Guidelines for the Operation of
Motorboats by Minors. (Sponsored by Rep. Sykes of
Harrison; additional cosponsor.)

This bill: (1) prohibits a person under the age of 16 from
operating amotorboat; (2) prohibitsaperson betweenthe age of 16
and 18 from operating amotorboat unless accompanied by an adult
or possessing proof of having completed aboater safety education
course; (3) requiresall motor boat operatorsand passengersto wear
anapproved lifejacket; and (4) prohibitsthe operation of amotor boat
between sunset and sunrise.

LD 2088 — Resolve, To Direct the Department of Inland
Fisheriesand Wildlife To Allow Maine Residents To Register
Their Watercraft Online. (Sponsored by Rep. Driscoll of
Westbrook; additional cosponsors.)

This resolve directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife to institute a system of registering watercraft over the
Internet inthe sameway that motor vehiclesand all-terrain vehicles
can beregistered on-line.

Insurance & Financial Services
LD 2092 —An Act To Amend the Public Workers Contractors’
Surety Bond Law of 1971. (Sponsored by Rep. Haskell of
Portland; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill amends the Public Works Contractors’ Surety Bond
Law of 1971 by: (1) increasing from $100,000 to $250,000 the
thresholdlimit for acontract for the construction, alteration or repair
of any public building or other publicimprovement or public work
for which aperson must provideaperformance bond and apayment
bond; and (2) allowing, at the discretion of the state or other
contracting authority, the personto provideanirrevocableletter of
creditinstead of either or both the performancebond and the payment
bond.

Judiciary
LD 1988 — An Act To Protect Persons Responding to an
Emergency Situation Involving a Water Utility. (Emergency)
(Sponsored by Sen. Bryant of Oxford County; additional
COSponsors.)

Thisemergency bill limitstheliability of awater utility or private
water company and their employees and staff who perform water
utility work and service for another water utility during adeclared
emergency.

LD 2036 — An Act To Clarify Governmental Liability with
Respect to Transfer Stations. (Sponsored by Rep. Mills of

Farmington; additional cosponsors.)
(continued on page 4)



Thisbill createsamunicipal liability for any negligent actsand
omissionsin the construction, operation or maintenance of asolid
wastetransfer station.

L abor
LD 2055 — An Act To Improve the Elections Process under
the Maine Labor Relations Board Laws. (Sponsored by Rep.
Cummings of Portland; additional cosponsors.)
Thishill amendstheMaineL abor RelationsAct asisappliesto
governmental employees(municipal, county, state, judicial, etc.).

First, thishill requirestheexecutivedirector of theMaine L abor
Relations Board to conduct ahearing in the event of adispute over
the appropriateness of the composition of the proposed bargaining
unit.

Second, under current law either theemployer or theemployees
can appeal to Superior Court from a decision of the Maine Labor
Relations Board when the Board is reviewing a decision of its
executivedirector. Under thishill, the decision of the Maine L abor
Relations Board could not be appeal ed to the courts.

Third, under current law an employer can either voluntarily
recognize an employee organization or theemployer can ask for an
election to determine that the employee organization enjoys the
support of amajority of theemployeesin the bargaining unit. Under
thisbill, theemployer can not ask for an el ection unlesstheemployer
can demonstrateto the Maine Labor Relations Board “ good cause”
tobelievethat themajority support was obtai ned by fraud or duress.

MarineResour ces
LD 2006 — An Act To Give Municipalities Control of
Mussels Located in Intertidal Zones. (Sponsored by Sen.
Raye of Washington County; additional cosponsors.)
This bill amends the law creating the municipal authority to
adopt shellfish conservation programs to expand the definition of
“shellfish” toinclude mussels.

LD 2038 — An Act To Facilitate the Timely Reopening of
Closed Clam Flats. (Sponsored by Rep. Gerzofsky of
Brunswick; additional cosponsors.)

This bill authorizes a municipality to contract with a private
entity to conduct water sampling in an areaclosed by regulation to
shellfish harvesting. The municipality may submit the sampling
resultsto the Department of Marine Resourcesfor considerationin
determining whether or not to reopentheareato shellfish harvesting.

Natural Resour ces

LD 1947 — An Act To Clarify the Waste Motor Oil Disposal
Site Remediation Program. (Sponsored by Rep. Koffman of
Bar Harbor; additional cosponsor.)

Thisbill amendsthe law enacted in 2007 that establishesa$1
- $3fee(calleda“premium”) to bepaidtothestatewhenever engine
oils are changed in motor vehicles. The amendments clarify or
establishthat: (1) thepremiumisimposed with respect to construction
equipment and logging equipment registered for road use; (2) the
premium appliesto all oil-type changes, but not to the changing of
brakefluid; (3) when several oilsare changed on amotor vehicleat
the sametime, the premium appliesto each typeof fluid change; (4)
the premium applies regardless of how the replaced oil is used or
disposed; and (5) the premium charge appliesevento entitiesexempt
from paying sales taxes.
LD 1950 — An Act To Repeal the Premium Imposed on Motor
Vehicle Oil Changes. (Sponsored by Rep. Schatz of Blue
Hill; additional cosponsors.)

Thishill repealsthefeeor “premium” imposed on motor vehicle
oil changes.
LD 1952 — An Act To Streamline the Administration of
Significant Vernal Pool Habitat Protection. (Sponsored by
Rep. Koffman of Bar Harbor; additional cosponsors.)

Under current law, municipalitiesand their | egislatorsmust be
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notified by the Department of Inland Fisheriesand Wildlifeif anew
areain the municipality isdesignated as either “significant vernal
pool habitat” or “ high and moderateval uewaterfowl andwadingbird
habitat” or a“ shorebird nesting, feeding and staging area” . Thishill
would repeal that requirement with respect to significant vernal pool
habitat. The bill also directs the Department of Environmental
Protectiontoincorporate certain additional specific standardsinthe
Department’ s rules governing the determination of a significant
vernal pool habitat.

LD 1964 — Resolve, To Determine Appropriate Buffer Zones
for Landfill Construction and Expansion. (Sponsored by
Sen. Schneider of Penobscot County; additional cosponsors.)

Thisresolvedirectsthe State Planning Officeand the Department
of Environmental Protectionto adopt rulesestablishing buffer zones
for landfill construction and expansion.

LD 2009 — Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of
Portions of Chapter 150: Control of Emissions from Outdoor
Wood Boilers, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department
of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Air Quality Control.
(Emergency) (Reported by Rep. Koffman of Bar Harbor for
the Department of Environmental Protection.)

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of
Chapter 150, Control of Emissions from Outdoor Wood Boilers,
which isa“major substantive” rule adopted by the Department of
Environmental Protection.

LD 2017 — An Act To Provide for Enforcement of the Office
Paper Recycling Program. (Sponsored by Rep. Wagner of
Lewiston; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill directsthe Department of Environmental Protectionto
adopt maj or substantiverulesto enforcethe mandate under current
law that any employer of 15 or more people mustimplement an office
paper and corrugated cardboard recycling program. Accordingtothe
bill, the rules must include the application of civil penalties for
noncompliance.

LD 2018 — An Act To Require the Accurate Designation of
Floodplain Areas. (Sponsored by Rep. Hill of York;
additional cosponsors.)

Thishill isa*“concept draft” that proposes to require that the
most current topographic and geographic information system data
availablebeused whenmaking or changing municipal maps, including
any maps used for the designation of floodplain boundaries.

LD 2056 — An Act To Conserve Gasoline and Preserve Clean
Air. (Sponsored by Rep. Hinck of Portland; additional
€OSponsors.)

This bill restricts the idling time of commercial diesel and
gasoline powered commercial motor vehicles. As a general rule,
idlingtimefor both diesel and gasoline powered commercial vehicles
isrestrictedto 5minutesunlessspecifically exempted. Theexemptions
include: (1) diesel vehiclesmay idlefor upto 30 minutesat “loading
and unloadingfacilities’; (2) diesel and gasoline powered vehicles
may exceed the5 minuteidling limitif public safety vehiclesat the
scene of an emergency; and (3) passenger busesin order to provide
for the heating or air conditioning comfort of passengers.

LD 2072 — An Act To Conform the Laws Governing
Underground Oil Storage Tanks to the Requirements of the
Federal Energy Policy Act. (Sponsored by Rep. Koffman of
Bar Harbor; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill amendsthe current inspection requirementsfor owners
of underground and above ground oil storage tanks. Under current
law, the owners must submit annual inspection reports to the
Department of Environmental Protectionregardingthetank’ squality
and compliancewithleak detectionand preventiondevices. Thishill
requiresthat at least every threeyearstheannual inspection must be
performed by a qualified inspector who is not the tank owner, an
employeeof thetank owner, or otherwiseinterestedintheoperations
wheretheoil tank islocated. Thebill also providesthe DEPwiththe
authority to shut down the use of non-compliant oil storage tanks



after providing the owner with notice.

LD 2073 — An Act To Prevent Contamination of Drinking
Water Supplies. (Sponsored by Rep. Duchesne of Hudson;
additional cosponsors.)

This bill generally prohibits in a going-forward manner the
location of underground or aboveground oil storagetanks; automobile
graveyards; automobilebody shops, maintenanceor repair facilities;
dry cleaningfacilities; metal finishing or metal platingfacilities; and
commercial hazardous waste facilities in a “wellhead protection
zone”. A “wellhead protection zone” is defined as: (1) a“source
water protection area” as mapped by the Department of Health and
Human Services; (2) an areawithin 300 feet of a private drinking
water well; or (3) anareawithin 1,000 feet of apublicdrinkingwater
well.

LD 2119 — An Act To Amend Certain Laws Related to
Environmental Protection. (Sponsored by Sen. Martin of
Aroostook County; additional cosponsors.)

Thishill makesseveral amendmentsto Maine’ senvironmental
laws. Among theamendments pertinent to municipal activities, this
bill: (1) increases the annual fee for owning or operating an
underground oil storagefacility from $35 to $100; and (2) clarifies
that municipalities that close landfills are obligated to inspect,
monitor and maintain the closure according to statutory closure cap
specifications.

State& L ocal Government
LD 1962 — An Act To Amend the Informed Growth Act.
(Sponsored by Sen. Hastings of Oxford County; additional
COSpoNnsors.)

In 2007, the L egislature enacted alaw known asthe* Informed
Growth Act” that requiresall municipalitiesto engagea*“qualified
preparer” to conduct an analysisof theeconomicimpactsof proposed
big-box developments. Thisbill allowsamunicipality to opt out of
implementing that analytical procedure by a majority vote of its
legislative body, followed by aratifying referendum vote.

LD 1968 — An Act To Clarify the Election of Municipal
charter Commission Members. (Sponsored by Sen. Brannigan
of Cumberland County; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbhill createsan additional method of electingmemberstoa
municipal charter commission. Current law requiresall membersof
acharter commission that are el ected to that position to be el ected
either at large or according to voting ward. Thisbill would require
that amunicipality that hasatown or city council that includessome
at-large councilors and some councilors el ected by ward to elect a
charter commission according to that samestructure; that is, by the
same mix of ward seats and at-large seats as exists for the town or
city council. This bill would also allow the charter commission
membersto be elected at the next general election after the voteto
form acharter commission, rather than at the sametime asthevote
to form acharter commission, as required by current law.

LD 2020 — An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the
Granting of Disability Variances from the Zoning Laws.
(Sponsored by Rep. Casavant of Biddeford; additional
€OSpoNnsors.)

Thisbill amends the law governing the granting of disability
variances by municipal appeal boards pursuant to thelocal zoning
ordinance. Under current law, thevarianceislimited totheinstallation
of equipment or construction necessary for access or egress to a
dwelling. Thisbill would expand the opportunity for avarianceto
cover garages or similar structures.

Taxation
LD 1972 — An Act To Provide Property Tax Relief.
(Sponsored by Sen. Bartlett of Cumberland County;
additional cosponsors.)
Thisbill providesarefundableincometax credit for 25% of the
property taxes paid on a person’s primary residence, up to a

maximum credit of $500 per year. That tax benefit would be
integrated with any person’ sapplicationfor Circuit Breaker property
tax rebates.

LD 2008 — An Act To Provide Ongoing Funding for the
Historic Preservation Tax Credit. (Sponsored by Sen.
Courtney of York County; additional cosponsors.)

This bill would finance the state’ s Historic Preservation Tax
Credit by dedicating to that purpose the sal estax and employment
tax revenues accruing to the state that are directly associated with
historic properties’ retail salesand employment activities.

LD 2099 — An Act To Provide Property and Excise Tax Relief
to Disabled Maine Veterans. (Sponsored by Rep. Wheeler
of Kittery; additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill amendsthelaw governing theveterans' property tax
exemption by creating atotal property tax exemptionfor theresidential
property of any veteran who was permanently and totally disabled
by injury or disease incurred or aggravated during active military
servicein theline of duty or who isreceiving any form of pension
or compensation from the United States Government for total and
permanent service-connected disability. Under current law, those
veteransareeligiblefor a$50,000 homestead-typeexemption. This
bill also creates a motor vehicle excise tax exemption for those
veterans.

Transportation
LD 2040 — An Act To Ban the Use of Liquid Calcium
Chloride on Roads. (Sponsored by Rep. Miramant of Camden;
additional cosponsors.)
Thisbill banstheuseof liquid calciumchlorideon all state, state
aid and town roads in Maine for snow removal purposes.

LD 2102 -AnAct To Allow Road Associations To Determine
Assessments According to Majority Vote Cast at a Duly Held
Meeting. (Sponsored by Rep. Knight of Livermore Falls;
additional cosponsors.)

Thisbill repealsand replacesthelaw that governstherightsof
road associ ationsor abuttersto privateroadsto organizeand convene
town-meeting type meetings to approve the costs of the private
road’ s mai ntenance and assess those coststo all the abuttersto the
road benefiting from the maintenance program. In addition to
establishingmoredetail (e.g., warrant standards, quorumrequirements,
etc.) with respect to how those meetingsmay becalled and conducted,
thebill expandstheapplicability of thelaw. Currently, theoptionto
utilizethisprivateroad maintenancefinancing system appliestothe
community of property owners abutting private roads. Under the
bill, thelaw option woul d be extended to the community of property
owners on “public easements” that are not maintained by the
municipality. Thebill also deletesthe current provision of law that
requiresthe costsof road maintenanceto be apportioned according
to each abutting property’s assessed value, thereby allowing the
basisfor the apportionment to be determined by the assembly of the
road’ sabutters.

SCHOOL (cont'd)

on the fix-up bill.

By Friday, January 18—Committeevotesonwhich of the
proposed changes get moved into the fix-up bill.

Remainder of January — Education Committee staff
workswith the Committeein the preparation of final language
for the fix-up bill.

Wednesday, February 6 (tentative) — Public hearing on
the fix-up bill.

February 7—February 15— Committee’ sfinalization of
fix-up bill and release to the full Legislature.

Week of February 18 — February 22 — School vacation
week.



LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS

NOTE: You should check your newspapersfor Legal Noticesasthere
may be changes in the hearing schedule. Weekly schedules and
supplementsareavailable at the Senate Office at the State House and
the Legislature's web site at _http://www.state.me.us/l egis/senate/
Documents/hearing/ANPHFrame.htm. If youwishto haveupdatesto
the Hearing Schedules e-mailed directly to you, sign up on the ANPH
homepage listed above. Work Session schedules and hearing updates
are available at the Legislative Information page at http://
www.state.me.us/legis/.

Wednesday, January 9

Marine Resour ces

Room 214, Cross State Office Building, 10:00 a.m.

Tel: 287-1337

LD 2006—AnAct ToGiveMunicipditiesControl of MusselsLocatedin
Intertidal Zones.

LD 2038—AnAct ToFecilitatethe Timely Reopeningof Closed ClamHats.

Monday, January 14

Criminal Justice & Public Safety

Rm. 436, State House, 10:00 a.m.

Tel: 287-1122

LD 1990 — Resolve, To Prevent Domestic Violence and Protect Our
Citizens.

State& L ocal Gover nment

Room 216, Cross State Office Building, 10:00 a.m.

Tel: 287-1330

LD 1965—AnAct ToAmendtheLucerne-in-MaineVillage Corporation
Charter.

Tuesday, January 15

Inland Fisheries& Wildlife

Room 206, Cross State Office Building, 1:00 p.m.

Tel: 287-1338

LD 2045—An Act To Enact Guidelinesfor the Operation of Motorboats
by Minors.

LD 2090—AnAct To ImposeaHorsepower Restriction for Boat Motors
on Long Lake and Brandy Pond.

LD 2088 — Resolve, To Direct the Department of Inland Fisheries and
WildlifeToAllow MaineResidentsToRegister Their Watercraft Online.

LD 1858 —AnAct To Protect Inland Water Access.

Wednesday, January 16

Criminal Justice & Public Safety

Rm. 436, State House, 9:30 am.

Tel: 287-1122

LD 1981 — An Act To Exempt Certain Facilities from Increased Fire
Sprinkler Requirements.

Thursday, January 17

Business, Research & Economic Development

Room 208, Cross State Office Building, 1:00 p.m.

Te: 287-1331

LD 2003 — An Act To Create the Southern York County Regional
Development Authority.

Inland Fisheries& Wildlife

Room 206, Cross State Office Building, 1:00 p.m.

Tel: 287-1338

LD 2087 — Resolve, To Study the Feasibility of a Public Dock on
Moosel ookmegunticL ake.

Judiciary

Room 438, State House, 1:00 p.m.

Tel: 287-1327

LD 1988 — An Act To Protect Persons Responding to an Emergency
SituationInvolvingaWater Utility.

LD 2036 — An Act To Clarify Governmental Liability with Respect to
Transfer Stations.

Natural Resources

Room 214, Cross State Office Building, 1:00 p.m.

Tel: 287-4149

LD 1933 — An Act To Extend the Deadline for Application for Loans
Associated with the Remediation of aWaste Oil Sitein Plymouth.

LD 1947 — An Act To Clarify the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site
RemediationProgram.

LD 1950—AnAct ToRepeal thePremium Imposed onMoator V ehicleQil
Changes.

LD 2072 — An Act To Conform the Laws Governing Underground Qil
Storage Tanksto the Requirements of the Federal Energy Policy Act.
LD 2073—AnAct ToPrevent Contaminationof Drinking Water Supplies.

Utilities& Energy

Room 211, Cross State Office Building, 1:00 p.m.

Tel: 287-4143

LD 1936—AnAct To Includethe Town of Nobleborowithinthe Service
Areaof the Great Salt Bay Sanitary District.



