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Augusta, MAINE — In accordance with
a directive">https://whitehouse.us10.listmanage.com/track/click?u=f620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id=82fe57b66
d%26e=37c38082d2">directive of the President, Governor Janet Mills has
ordered the United States and State of Maine flags be lowered immediately
to half-staff through Monday, May 16, 2022 in solemn remembrance of the
one million Americans, including 2,332 Maine people, lost to COVID-19.
“The pandemic has taken its toll on many, but the greatest grief has been
borne by those who have lost loved ones to this deadly virus — the mothers
and fathers who are missing at the kitchen table; the brothers and sisters
who never came home for the holidays; the grandparents who used to read
to their grandkids; the neighbors you don’t see at church anymore. One
million Americans, including more than two thousand Maine people, who
lived meaningful, loving lives,” said Governor Mills. “As we mark this
unwelcome milestone, I ask all Maine people to join me in remembering
those we have lost, honoring their lives, and doing what we can to prevent
more illness and death, most especially by getting vaccinated.”
The full text of the President’s proclamation is below.
###
REMEMBERING THE 1,000,000 AMERICANS LOST TO COVID-19
------BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Today, we mark a tragic milestone: one million American lives lost to
COVID-19. One million empty chairs around the dinner table. Each an
irreplaceable loss. Each leaving behind a family, a community, and a Nation
forever changed because of this pandemic. Jill and I pray for each of them.
As a Nation, we must not grow numb to such sorrow. To heal, we must
remember. We must remain vigilant against this pandemic and do
everything we can to save as many lives as possible. In remembrance, let us
draw strength from each other as fellow Americans. For while we have been
humbled, we never give up. We can and will do this together as the United
States of America.
In memory of the one million American lives lost to COVID-19 and their
loved ones left behind, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and laws of the United States, that the flag of the United States
shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and on all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels of
the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout the
United States and its Territories and possessions until sunset May 16, 2022.
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same period at
all United States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities
abroad, including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fortysixth.
JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

